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          Free Membership - Access to more than just media

          Families and school personnel (including those in training) who have at least one student with a disability can sign up for free membership. 
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              Accessible Media

              Standards-aligned videos with high-quality captions and audio description.

            


            
              [image: A screenshot of a video in our Learning Center with an arrow pointing to the Create Clip button]
              Teaching Tools

              Create lessons and assign videos to managed Student Accounts.

            


            
              [image: A video still of someone doing Sign Language with the closed caption reading 'You can practice reading my signs.']
              Training Videos

              Educator and sign language training videos for school personnel and families.
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            Learning Center

            Find resources for providing equal access in the classroom, making
            media accessible, and maximizing your use of DCMP's free services.


            Visit Learning Center
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              Accessibility Information

              DCMP's Learning Center provides hundreds of articles on topics such as remote learning, transition, blindness, ASL, topic playlists, and topics for parents.

              See All
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              Accessibility Guidelines

              DCMP offers the only guidelines developed for captioning and describing educational media, used worldwide.


              Captioning Key
              

              Description Key
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              Help Center

              Learn how to apply for membership, find and view accessible media, and use DCMP’s teaching tools.


              Help Center
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          Continuing Education and Professional Development

          DCMP offers several online courses, including many that offer RID and ACVREP credit.  Courses for students are also available.


          See All eLearning Resources
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              QuickClasses

              Asynchronous, online classes for professionals working with students who are deaf, hard of hearing, blind, low vision, or deaf-blind.

              See QuickClasses
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              Workshops

              For interpreters, audio describers, parents, and educators working with students who are hard of hearing, low vision, and deaf-blind.

              See Workshops
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              Modules

              Modules are self-paced, online trainings designed for professionals, open to eLearners and full members.

              See Modules
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              Students

              These self-paced, online learning modules cover the topics of transition, note-taking, and learning about audio description.


              
                See Student Courses
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          Make your educational content accessible and broadly available.

          DCMP can add captions, audio description, and sign language interpretation to your educational videos and E/I programming.


          Learn More
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              Accessibility

              Captions are essential for viewers who are deaf and hard of hearing, and audio description makes visual content accessible for the blind and visually impaired.
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              Distribution

              DCMP can ensure that your content is always accessible and always available to children
              with disabilities through our secure streaming platforms.
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          Meet our partners

          DCMP partners with top creators and distributors of educational content. Take a look

        

      

   


 
	
  
     About DCMP 
  


  
    

      
        About the Described and Captioned Media Program

        The DCMP provides services designed to support and improve the academic
        achievement of students with disabilities.  We partner with top educational
        and television content creators and distributors to make media accessible and available
        to these students.


        Contact Us
      


      

        

          
            Services

            	Captioning, audio description, and ASL services
	Professional training for school personnel
	Distribution of fully accessible streaming media


          


          
            Projects

            	Media Center
	Television Access
	We Describe the World
	YouTube Audio Description


          


          
            Privacy and TOS

            	Privacy Statement
	Terms of Service
	Accessibility Policy


            Mission and Funding

            	Read More
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Thanks to Gary Robson: http://garydrobson.com/


What are Real-Time Captions?


Real-time captions are created and displayed at the time of program origination. They are encased in
white letters with a black background. They typically scroll up to three lines and the captions come after
double chevrons ("greater than" symbols). The top line of the three lines disappears as a new bottom
line is added, allowing the continuous rolling up of new lines of captions.

See the attached graphic, courtesy of the National Captioning Institute, for the complete real-time
captioning process.


Why is Real-Time Captioning Used?


Real-time captioning is used for lectures/presentations, such as a training seminar, a corporate meeting,
sporting events, or "live" events that do not allow time to prepare off-line captions. Real-time
captioning simultaneously converts the spoken word into printed format using computer-aided
translation, which appears on a large screen for anyone to view. The letters are similar to what one
types on a computer screen.


What is the Accuracy Rate?


Since all kinds of real-time captioning use verbatim (unlike off-line--or prerecorded--closed-captioning
and open-captioning), high presentation rate—or words per minute—are the norm because people
speak faster than they read.


Good captioners are capable of typing at speeds of up to 225 words per minute, or even faster in short
bursts. Typing at such high speeds, mistakes are inevitable even with the required accuracy rate as set
by the captioning company, which is typically 98% or better. Many words are homophones (words that
either sound like or are pronounced the same in the English language but are spelled differently), which
result in distorted meanings. Examples include words such as there/their/they're or two/to/too. More
complex examples include words such as bull we will for boll weevil, thigh breaker for tiebreaker, and
two networks for terrorist networks.


There is no governing body for captioners, but credentials are assigned either by the state board
overseeing court reporters, or by the National Court Reporters Association (NCRA) at
http://www.ncraonline.org.


Can Real-Time Captioners Replace Sign Interpreters at Live Events?


Not necessarily. Captioners and sign interpreters address two different groups of people.


Prelingually deaf (or culturally Deaf) people usually have sign language—ASL—as their first language,
and English came later. Some might be more comfortable and comprehension level might be higher with
an interpreter.


Postlingually deaf people (or late-deafened adults) learned English before they learned to sign, if they
learned to sign at all. For these people, captions might provide a better comprehension level. For
example, in a speech with heavy use of proper names and specialized terminology, it might be easier to
follow captions than a sign language interpreter frantically fingerspelling.


How Much Does Real-Time Captioning Cost?


The range is from tens to hundreds of dollars per hour. It also depends on several factors, which include
the:



	Time: A captioning job requires unpaid preparation time. If you're paying for a one-hour broadcast
or seminar, there's at least three hours of work involved.
	Equipment: Someone who provides $25,000 worth of equipment will charge more than someone
who is requiring you to rent equipment for them.
	Experience: You will pay more for a seasoned professional.
	Notice: If you wait until the last possible minute to call, you will almost certainly end up paying
more.





Where Can I Locate a Real-Time Captioning Company?


Check the NCRA's Professional Services Locator.

Also, check into the Described and Captioned Media Program's site at http://www.dcmp.org and check
out their Captioning Service Vendors listing.


If I Want to Do Real-Time Captioning, What Equipment Do I Need?


You need a stenographic keyboard, computer, modem, captioning software, two televisions,
headphones, encoder, and the video source. Your captions will then go to a videotape recorder to be
recorded, or out to a broadcaster.


History of Real-Time Captioning



The 1950s

As a governmental experiment in the early 1950s, computer-aided translation was embarked on by the
United States Air Force and IBM. Translating foreign languages into English into the computer using a
stenographic machine rather than a standard keyboard was considered as the fastest method to
accomplish this task.

The 1960s

The computer translation of Russian was successfully implemented by the United States government
during the mid-1960s. Later in that decade, stenographic shorthand outlines were translated into
English words.

The 1970s

In 1975, court systems experimented with computer-aided translation.

The 1980s

In 1981, the computer and software were sophisticated enough so that with the addition of a highly
skilled court reporter, broadcast closed-captioning was begun. This spread to the court systems
nationwide, not only for speeding up recordmaking, but full participation in trials for deaf and hard of
hearing jurors and litigants.

The 1990s

Conference and convention planners offer open-captioned real-time proceedings for their attendees.

Today

Some products have been developed to enable real-time captions over the Internet and on-demand
streaming media. These companies are also working to make the real-time captions modifiable by
viewers, such as: font color, type, and size.
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				The Described and Captioned Media Program is the nation’s leading source of accessible educational videos. Families and school personnel with at least one early learner—Grade 12 student with a disability can register for free access to thousands of videos. DCMP also provides media accessibility information, guidelines for captioning and describing media, and eLearning resources for professional development.
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      	The Described and Captioned Media Program provides premium media designed for students with disabilities and leads as a resource for families and teachers, supported by the Department of Education.
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