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          Free Membership - Access to more than just media

          Families and school personnel (including those in training) who have at least one student with a disability can sign up for free membership. 
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              Accessible Media

              Standards-aligned videos with high-quality captions and audio description.
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              Teaching Tools

              Create lessons and assign videos to managed Student Accounts.
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              Training Videos

              Educator and sign language training videos for school personnel and families.
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            Learning Center

            Find resources for providing equal access in the classroom, making
            media accessible, and maximizing your use of DCMP's free services.


            Visit Learning Center
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              Accessibility Information

              DCMP's Learning Center provides hundreds of articles on topics such as remote learning, transition, blindness, ASL, topic playlists, and topics for parents.

              See All
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              Accessibility Guidelines

              DCMP offers the only guidelines developed for captioning and describing educational media, used worldwide.


              Captioning Key
              

              Description Key
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              Help Center

              Learn how to apply for membership, find and view accessible media, and use DCMP’s teaching tools.
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          Continuing Education and Professional Development

          DCMP offers several online courses, including many that offer RID and ACVREP credit.  Courses for students are also available.


          See All eLearning Resources
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              QuickClasses

              Asynchronous, online classes for professionals working with students who are deaf, hard of hearing, blind, low vision, or deaf-blind.

              See QuickClasses
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              Workshops

              For interpreters, audio describers, parents, and educators working with students who are hard of hearing, low vision, and deaf-blind.

              See Workshops
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              Modules

              Modules are self-paced, online trainings designed for professionals, open to eLearners and full members.

              See Modules
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              Students

              These self-paced, online learning modules cover the topics of transition, note-taking, and learning about audio description.


              
                See Student Courses
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          Make your educational content accessible and broadly available.

          DCMP can add captions, audio description, and sign language interpretation to your educational videos and E/I programming.


          Learn More
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              Accessibility

              Captions are essential for viewers who are deaf and hard of hearing, and audio description makes visual content accessible for the blind and visually impaired.
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              Distribution

              DCMP can ensure that your content is always accessible and always available to children
              with disabilities through our secure streaming platforms.
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          Meet our partners

          DCMP partners with top creators and distributors of educational content. Take a look
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        About the Described and Captioned Media Program

        The DCMP provides services designed to support and improve the academic
        achievement of students with disabilities.  We partner with top educational
        and television content creators and distributors to make media accessible and available
        to these students.


        Contact Us
      


      

        

          
            Services

            	Captioning, audio description, and ASL services
	Professional training for school personnel
	Distribution of fully accessible streaming media


          


          
            Projects

            	Media Center
	Television Access
	We Describe the World
	YouTube Audio Description


          


          
            Privacy and TOS

            	Privacy Statement
	Terms of Service
	Accessibility Policy


            Mission and Funding

            	Read More
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			Perspective: Examining the Process of Audio Description



				By Alice Austin


			Imagine that you are a blind, fourth-grade girl and that your class is watching a film that examines prejudice and bullying in our culture. The film is a drama, where young girls shoot scornful glares, roll their eyes, and whisper about a new student. Instead of aggressive bullying, they get up and leave when the new girl approaches. Now imagine that you're studying human anatomy in high school. The brilliantly colored graphics of today's film show how blood flows through the heart's ventricles and oxygen inflates the bronchioles in the lungs.


[image: Children walk up stairs in a school stairwell. A boy with a white cane reaches the top.]

These are just two examples of videos I have described for The Described and Captioned Media Program, a leading resource for accessible educational materials and promoter of accessibility in education. In working with DCMP, I am able to participate in not only the formal, but cultural, education of students who are constantly faced with visual cues to which they often have no access.


As an audio describer for the past several years, I have described countless films, television programs, and live events. As an independent contractor, I find that the process can vary widely depending on the vendor, but DCMP has a system in place that is simple and results in an accurate, high-quality product. Not only do they provide extensive resources to educators, clients, and the blind and visually impaired community, their Description Key is a valuable tool for describers. It presents guidelines for the description process as well as concise lists of resources for consumers and clients.


Although the description process can vary depending on the media being described, I find that
my general approach is the same. I start by surveying the big picture. What is the media? What is
the most important information that needs to be conveyed? Who is my audience? Is there a
target age group or any assumed knowledge of the material? How much time do I have to get my
description across? The questions go on and become more specific, and once I have answers
regarding my project as a whole, I continue this line of questioning for each pause that I describe.
It can be a challenge to funnel all of this information into a three second pause and a different
kind of challenge to fill a ten minute pause. Of course, with ten minutes it sometimes feels like I
have all the time in the world to paint an accurate, compelling picture with words. However, I
then have to match the pace and timing of the description to the action of the scene.


In general, describers want to maintain the integrity of the original program by not talking over
the existing dialogue. This can be difficult, especially when a program has its own narration, such
as in a documentary, or has very short pauses throughout. At these times, the audio description
may be fairly minimal, with perhaps some license taken to describe what is vital to the
understanding of the program. Within a long pause, background sound effects can be lowered or
allowed to come through as audible cues. All this is to be done as unobtrusively as possible. Audio description should feel like a natural
addition to the media at hand, and I allow the production to guide me in pace and tone.


What I love most about describing is the investigation, the analysis of the media, the weeding out
of less vital information and the building up a structure of details that lead the viewer's
imagination to the same place, at the same moment, as that of a sighted observer. While I enjoy
the challenges of the writing and narration, I am most rewarded when these things become
nearly invisible to the listener. Whether I am describing a Degas sculpture, a historic film, a
scientific presentation or an action-packed movie, I believe that description for each is equally
important to the viewers in sharing the experience with sighted audiences. Hopefully, the
momentum that audio description has gained will build until it is an accepted
part of accessibility programs throughout the world.



Alice Austin — 1971-2017



About the Author


Alice Austin lives in the Boston area, where she has been
providing audio description of film, television, theatre, and
other media for the past twelve years. Trained at WGBH
Boston's Descriptive Video Service, Alice works as a
freelance audio describer. She was awarded the 2016 Audio Description Achievement Award - Special Recognition by the
American Council of the Blind and Audio Description Project.
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				The Described and Captioned Media Program is the nation’s leading source of accessible educational videos. Families and school personnel with at least one early learner—Grade 12 student with a disability can register for free access to thousands of videos. DCMP also provides media accessibility information, guidelines for captioning and describing media, and eLearning resources for professional development.
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      	The Described and Captioned Media Program provides premium media designed for students with disabilities and leads as a resource for families and teachers, supported by the Department of Education.
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