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Summertime Cool:  Ideas to Enrich and Teach 

 

“What did you do on your summer vacation?” This was a familiar writing 

assignment for many people when they were growing up. I remember, don’t you? 

The end of school is around the corner and summertime fun will be here before 

we know it. Let’s support students and their families in their building of great 

summer vacation memories with new ideas that inspire, as well as teach. 

Inspiration comes from the Described Captioned Media Program 

(www.dcmp.org), a curricular resource for teachers, families, and orientation and 

mobility instructors. DCMP has numerous free-loan media items that support all 

nine areas of the Expanded Core Curriculum (ECC) for kids who are blind, have 

low vision, or are deaf-blind.  

The ECC component of the National Agenda for the Education of Children and 

Youths with Visual Impairments, Including Those with Multiple Disabilities  is 

seen by many school districts and agencies as a key area for building effective 

teaching practices for these children. It is a set of skills that are intended to assist 

the students, birth to 22 years of age, in becoming an independent, confident, 

capable member of his or her community. It goes beyond the regular core 

curriculum (such as math, reading, and science) and focuses on skills that are 

disability-specific (Pugh & Erin, 1999). 

The nine areas of the ECC include: Assistive Technology/Technology, Career 

Education, Compensatory or Access skills, Independent Living, Orientation and 

Mobility, Recreation & Leisure, Sensory Efficiency (auditory, tactual & visual), 

Self-Determination, and Social Interaction, (Hatlen, 1996; Lohmeir, Blankenship, 

& Hatlen, 2009).   

As you plan for additional activities to keep your students’ skills at their highest 
level, look to the DCMP resources and “Summertime Cool Lesson Calendar” for 
ideas. When your students return to school in August, 2011, prepare to read and 
hear enthusiastic tales of cool fun. 
 
 
 
 
 
           

http://www.dcmp.org/
http://www.afb.org/Section.asp?SectionID=44&TopicID=189&SubTopicID=4
http://www.tsbvi.edu/national-agenda/1173-national-agenda-for-the-education-of-children-and-youths-with-visual-impairments-including-those-with-multiple-disabilities-a-parent-perspective-#attachments
http://www.tsbvi.edu/national-agenda/1173-national-agenda-for-the-education-of-children-and-youths-with-visual-impairments-including-those-with-multiple-disabilities-a-parent-perspective-#attachments
http://www.dcmp.org/caai/NADH267/activities-chart.html
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