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          Free Membership - Access to more than just media

          Families and school personnel (including those in training) who have at least one student with a disability can sign up for free membership. 
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              Accessible Media

              Standards-aligned videos with high-quality captions and audio description.
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              Teaching Tools

              Create lessons and assign videos to managed Student Accounts.
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              Training Videos

              Educator and sign language training videos for school personnel and families.
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            Learning Center

            Find resources for providing equal access in the classroom, making
            media accessible, and maximizing your use of DCMP's free services.


            Visit Learning Center
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              Accessibility Information

              DCMP's Learning Center provides hundreds of articles on topics such as remote learning, transition, blindness, ASL, topic playlists, and topics for parents.

              See All
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              Accessibility Guidelines

              DCMP offers the only guidelines developed for captioning and describing educational media, used worldwide.


              Captioning Key
              

              Description Key
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              Help Center

              Learn how to apply for membership, find and view accessible media, and use DCMP’s teaching tools.


              Help Center
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          Continuing Education and Professional Development

          DCMP offers several online courses, including many that offer RID and ACVREP credit.  Courses for students are also available.


          See All eLearning Resources
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              QuickClasses

              Asynchronous, online classes for professionals working with students who are deaf, hard of hearing, blind, low vision, or deaf-blind.

              See QuickClasses
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              Workshops

              For interpreters, audio describers, parents, and educators working with students who are hard of hearing, low vision, and deaf-blind.

              See Workshops
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              Modules

              Modules are self-paced, online trainings designed for professionals, open to eLearners and full members.

              See Modules
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              Students

              These self-paced, online learning modules cover the topics of transition, note-taking, and learning about audio description.


              
                See Student Courses
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          Make your educational content accessible and broadly available.

          DCMP can add captions, audio description, and sign language interpretation to your educational videos and E/I programming.


          Learn More
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              Accessibility

              Captions are essential for viewers who are deaf and hard of hearing, and audio description makes visual content accessible for the blind and visually impaired.
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              Distribution

              DCMP can ensure that your content is always accessible and always available to children
              with disabilities through our secure streaming platforms.
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          Meet our partners

          DCMP partners with top creators and distributors of educational content. Take a look
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        About the Described and Captioned Media Program

        The DCMP provides services designed to support and improve the academic
        achievement of students with disabilities.  We partner with top educational
        and television content creators and distributors to make media accessible and available
        to these students.


        Contact Us
      


      

        

          
            Services

            	Captioning, audio description, and ASL services
	Professional training for school personnel
	Distribution of fully accessible streaming media


          


          
            Projects

            	Media Center
	Television Access
	We Describe the World
	YouTube Audio Description


          


          
            Privacy and TOS

            	Privacy Statement
	Terms of Service
	Accessibility Policy


            Mission and Funding

            	Read More
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			Who are the Bright Spots in Your Community?



				By Harold Johnson


			
[image: A young boy holds his hands up which are brightly painted with many colors.]


Raise the topic of child maltreatment and a common response is often "Oh, that is just too horrible to think about, I'd rather discuss something else." I usually respond, "Yes, it is a tough topic, but the less we discuss it, the more likely children with disabilities are to experience it."


In April of 2010 DCMP published an article entitled "Child Abuse and Neglect: CA/N." The article asked readers to: 1) watch a brief video, i.e., The 11th Commandment; 2) read a two page document discussing how to recognize the signs of maltreatment; and most importantly, 3) call the Childhelp Hotline (1-800-4-A-CHILD) if they suspect a child is being maltreated.




Note: Since the 2010 DCMP article was published, Childhelp has established a special hotline number to report possible instances of child maltreatment as experienced by children who are deaf/hard of hearing, i.e., 1-800-222-4453.




During the course of the past year, a significant number of presentations have been provided to parent and professional organizations concerning the incidence, indicators, risk factors, and prevention of child abuse and neglect as experienced by children with disabilities. This 2011 DCMP article will focus upon two key elements of those presentations: "Why are children with disabilities at increased risk for maltreatment?" and "What can YOU do to help?"


Why are children with disabilities at increased risk for maltreatment?


In 2008 the Oregon Project Ability: Demystifying Disability in Child Abuse Interviewing was published. The publication focused upon guidelines for conducting forensic interviews of children with disabilities that were suspected to be victims of maltreatment. As a prelude to the interview guidelines, the publication noted the maltreatment risk factors experienced by children with disabilities:



		The child is taught to follow the rules.
	The child is taught obedience/compliance.
	Impaired communication may limit a child's ability to disclose abuse.
	Many children have an absence of privacy (residential care) or are isolated (home care).
	The child has not received education on sexuality.
	The child has had a lack of education on self-protection.
	Some forms of therapy can be painful (injections, physical therapy), and the child may not be able to differentiate appropriate pain from inappropriate pain.
	The child may be accustomed to having his body touched by adults on a regular basis for dressing and hygiene due to increased number of caregivers. (p. 7)






Project Ability authors, citing the 1998 work of Steinberg and Hylton, summarized the maltreatment risk factors as a "Cascade of Injustices," i.e.,



		Not having the abuse recognized as wrong
	Not being able to disclose the abuse
	Not having a disclosure understood or believed
	Not having the abuse reported
	Not having the reports investigated
	Not having investigations lead to trial
	Not being recognized by the courts as a competent witness
	Not receiving therapy for the effects of abuse
	Not having the therapy appropriate to their needs (p. 8)






This information indicates that children with disabilities experience an increased risk for maltreatment because they: a) do not know they can say "NO!" to an abusive situation; b) do not possess the necessary communication skills to be believed when they report that they have experienced abuse; and c) do not have needed knowledge concerning what constitutes maltreatment, their own sexuality, or self-protection. The information also indicates that the "system," i.e., medical, educational, child protective services, and legal are inadequately prepared to effectively understand, or respond, to children with disabilities that are suspected/confirmed victims of maltreatment. This lack of knowledge constitutes a critical barrier to preventing and reducing the incidence, duration, and impact of maltreatment experienced by children with disabilities.



What can YOU do to help?


"Bright Spot" is a term coined by the authors of Switch: How to Change Things When Change is Hard to describe situations, or individuals, that are effectively addressing what is otherwise considered to be an insurmountable problem. This "Bright Spot" concept is now being used to gather needed knowledge to prevent and respond to instances of maltreatment experienced by children with disabilities. During the course of the past year a collaborative effort has been initiated to identify, document, and share the identity, knowledge, resources, and interests of individuals with expertise in both children with disabilities and maltreatment, i.e., "Bright Spots." The "Bright Spot Project" uses the ooVoo video conferencing technology to conduct and record "Bright Spot" interviews. The interviews use brief * *video segments to share "Bright Spot" information regarding: a) frequently encountered problems and solutions in working with children with disabilities who are suspected/confirmed victims of maltreatment; b) key informational resources; and c) areas of topical resource.




Note: Captions have yet to be added to the "Bright Spot" videos. The lack of captioning reflects a lack of funding, not a lack of understanding, or respect. Captions will be added if funding for this project can be secured.





To date, "Bright Spots" have provided information on the following topics:



		parents talking with their children re. the topic of maltreatment;
	establishing the maltreatment topic at a meeting;
	preparing preservice teachers to observe, understand, and respond to suspected instances of maltreatment;
	preparing interpreters to be part of an interview of a child who is a suspected victim of maltreatment;
	conducting a maltreatment interview;
	counseling a child with disabilities that has experienced maltreatment; and
	providing children with disabilities with the self-protection knowledge and skills needed to avoid, and when necessary, respond to a maltreatment situation.






This information, combined with the "Bright Spot" resources and areas of topical resource, as supported by the "O.U.R. Children Coalition" wiki, constitutes a novel and efficient mechanism to document and share critical knowledge needed to reduce children with disabilities risk for maltreatment. YOUR help is requested to identify "Bright Spots" in your community. Once identified, simply nominate them by sending an email message to Dr. Harold Johnson/Bright Spot Project Director (hjohnson@msu.edu). Dr. Johnson will then contact the nominated individual, explain the "Bright Spot Project" to them, and determine if they would like to participate in this effort to decrease the maltreatment risks experienced by children with disabilities.


WE can protect children with disabilities from maltreatment, but to do so we MUST talk about this topic, we MUST become informed, we MUST identify our "Bright Spots" and most importantly, we MUST call 1-800-222-4453 when we suspect a child is being maltreated. If not us, then who....?


About the Author



Harold Johnson is a professor of special education (deaf/hard of hearing) at Michigan State University (MSU). Prior to his arrival at MSU, he was a professor at Kent State University (1980-2006), a public school administrator (1975-1977) and a teacher of students who were deaf/hard of hearing (1971-1975). His research focuses upon how web-based technologies and resources can be used to reduce isolation, facilitate collaboration, recognize excellence and enhance teaching/learning within K-20 deaf education. He is now focusing his research efforts on the incidence and impact of child abuse and neglect as experienced by children who are deaf/hard of hearing.



hjohnson@msu.edu

517-432-3926 [Voice]

35.8.171.220 [Video phone]
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				The Described and Captioned Media Program is the nation’s leading source of accessible educational videos. Families and school personnel with at least one early learner—Grade 12 student with a disability can register for free access to thousands of videos. DCMP also provides media accessibility information, guidelines for captioning and describing media, and eLearning resources for professional development.
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      	The Described and Captioned Media Program provides premium media designed for students with disabilities and leads as a resource for families and teachers, supported by the Department of Education.
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