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          Free Membership - Access to more than just media

          Families and school personnel (including those in training) who have at least one student with a disability can sign up for free membership. 
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              Accessible Media

              Standards-aligned videos with high-quality captions and audio description.
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              Teaching Tools

              Create lessons and assign videos to managed Student Accounts.
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              Training Videos

              Educator and sign language training videos for school personnel and families.
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            Learning Center

            Find resources for providing equal access in the classroom, making
            media accessible, and maximizing your use of DCMP's free services.


            Visit Learning Center
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              Accessibility Information

              DCMP's Learning Center provides hundreds of articles on topics such as remote learning, transition, blindness, ASL, topic playlists, and topics for parents.

              See All
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              Accessibility Guidelines

              DCMP offers the only guidelines developed for captioning and describing educational media, used worldwide.


              Captioning Key
              

              Description Key
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              Help Center

              Learn how to apply for membership, find and view accessible media, and use DCMP’s teaching tools.


              Help Center
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          Continuing Education and Professional Development

          DCMP offers several online courses, including many that offer RID and ACVREP credit.  Courses for students are also available.


          See All eLearning Resources
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              QuickClasses

              Asynchronous, online classes for professionals working with students who are deaf, hard of hearing, blind, low vision, or deaf-blind.

              See QuickClasses
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              Workshops

              For interpreters, audio describers, parents, and educators working with students who are hard of hearing, low vision, and deaf-blind.

              See Workshops
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              Modules

              Modules are self-paced, online trainings designed for professionals, open to eLearners and full members.

              See Modules
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              Students

              These self-paced, online learning modules cover the topics of transition, note-taking, and learning about audio description.


              
                See Student Courses
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          Make your educational content accessible and broadly available.

          DCMP can add captions, audio description, and sign language interpretation to your educational videos and E/I programming.


          Learn More
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              Accessibility

              Captions are essential for viewers who are deaf and hard of hearing, and audio description makes visual content accessible for the blind and visually impaired.
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              Distribution

              DCMP can ensure that your content is always accessible and always available to children
              with disabilities through our secure streaming platforms.
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          Meet our partners

          DCMP partners with top creators and distributors of educational content. Take a look
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        About the Described and Captioned Media Program

        The DCMP provides services designed to support and improve the academic
        achievement of students with disabilities.  We partner with top educational
        and television content creators and distributors to make media accessible and available
        to these students.


        Contact Us
      


      

        

          
            Services

            	Captioning, audio description, and ASL services
	Professional training for school personnel
	Distribution of fully accessible streaming media


          


          
            Projects

            	Media Center
	Television Access
	We Describe the World
	YouTube Audio Description


          


          
            Privacy and TOS

            	Privacy Statement
	Terms of Service
	Accessibility Policy


            Mission and Funding

            	Read More
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			DCMP Survey of Educators Reveals Great Potential for Described Educational Video




			In April 2009 the Described and Captioned Media Program (DCMP) solicited input from teachers of students with visual impairments (TVIs) around the U.S. in an attempt to measure the awareness of the availability of described educational video-based media (i.e., video) and to uncover trends concerning overall video usage among TVIs. An online survey was publicized by way of various e-mail lists, websites, and professional development organizations; this effort resulted in 222 unique responses, summarized in the various sections below.



General Results


The survey respondents were split almost equally between teachers at public schools and residential schools (though many of the respondents from public schools were itinerant TVIs), with only a handful of private, charter, and public alternative schools represented (Figure 1).


Nearly half (45%) of the TVIs who responded to the survey indicated that they use video in their classroom, despite findings from an earlier DCMP survey indicating that less than 5% of educational videos are described. A large majority of respondents (86%) indicated that they are aware that some educational videos are described.




[image: Figure 1. Pie chart. What type of schools were the respondents from?  Public: 49%. Residential: 43%. Private: 3%. Other: 3%. Alternative: 2%. Charter: Less than 1%.]

Figure 1



TVIs Who Use Videos


Almost twice the number of teachers from residential schools (61%) as teachers from public schools (34%) reported classroom video usage.


As shown in the graph (Figure 2), most of the video currently used in the respondents' classrooms does not include description. 74% of the respondents reported that less than 25% of the video they use contains description. However, for this material to be useful to the students who are B/VI, it must be accessible. A whopping 87% of respondents indicated that they either provide their own description or delegate the task of describing videos to an aide or a student who is not visually impaired. 13% reported that they only use video in class if it is natively accessible (i.e., all important information is conveyed in the original soundtrack).




[image: Figure 2. Bar graph. What percent of the video used in your classroom is described? Out of 93 responses, 5 said 100%. 6 said 75 to 100%. 4 said 50 to 75%. 10 said 25 to 50%. 48 said 0 to 25%. 20 said 0%.]


Figure 2



What Works (And What Doesn't Work)


Based upon the comments provided by the respondents, science (mentioned in 37% of comments), social studies (33%), and English/Language Arts (31%) are the subjects for which described video is most useful. 10% reported that described video could be useful in teaching ALL subjects. Only mathematics (30%) dominated the comments about subjects for which described video is not suitable. Indeed, 47% said that there were no subjects for which described video was entirely useless.



TVIs Who DON'T Use Video




Only 4.9% of respondents believed that video is not an appropriate medium for teaching students with visual impairments; a plurality attributed their lack of video usage to a limited or nonexistent availability of accessible (described) videos (28%), with others citing a lack of time (23%) or equipment (19%) as the limiting factor.



A full 81% of the respondents reported that they would begin to use video in their classroom if they could locate a reliable source of described educational videos.




[image: Square with text: 81% of the survey respondents who reported that they did not use video would begin to do so if more description was available.]



Conclusions


Though classroom video is relatively underutilized by TVIs (in comparison to general education classrooms, in which video approaches the status of printed texts), a peek below the surface of these results reveals an undercurrent of support (and demand) for quality described educational programming. Indeed, even in classrooms where video has been adopted, an increase in the availability of accessible video will also preserve the valuable instructional time and resources currently being utilized to provide some measure of accessibility to students when undescribed video is used in class.



Support for described classroom video is vital in order to ensure that the thousands of students who are B/VI have equal access to the tools they need to succeed!
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				The Described and Captioned Media Program is the nation’s leading source of accessible educational videos. Families and school personnel with at least one early learner—Grade 12 student with a disability can register for free access to thousands of videos. DCMP also provides media accessibility information, guidelines for captioning and describing media, and eLearning resources for professional development.
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      	The Described and Captioned Media Program provides premium media designed for students with disabilities and leads as a resource for families and teachers, supported by the Department of Education.
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