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            Learn More
          


        
 


        

          Free Membership - Access to more than just media

          Families and school personnel (including those in training) who have at least one student with a disability can sign up for free membership. 


          

            
              
              Accessible Media

              Standards-aligned videos with high-quality captions and audio description.

            


            
              
              Teaching Tools

              Create lessons and assign videos to managed Student Accounts.

            


            
              
              Training Videos

              Educator and sign language training videos for school personnel and families.
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            Learning Center

            Find resources for providing equal access in the classroom, making
            media accessible, and maximizing your use of DCMP's free services.


            Visit Learning Center
          
 

          

            
              
              Accessibility Information

              DCMP's Learning Center provides hundreds of articles on topics such as remote learning, transition, blindness, ASL, topic playlists, and topics for parents.

              See All

            


            
              
              Accessibility Guidelines

              DCMP offers the only guidelines developed for captioning and describing educational media, used worldwide.


              Captioning Key
              

              Description Key
            


            
              
              Help Center

              Learn how to apply for membership, find and view accessible media, and use DCMP’s teaching tools.


              Help Center
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          Continuing Education and Professional Development

          DCMP offers several online courses, including many that offer RID and ACVREP credit.  Courses for students are also available.


          See All eLearning Resources
        
 

        

          

            
              
              QuickClasses

              Asynchronous, online classes for professionals working with students who are deaf, hard of hearing, blind, low vision, or deaf-blind.

              See QuickClasses

            



            
              
              Workshops

              For interpreters, audio describers, parents, and educators working with students who are hard of hearing, low vision, and deaf-blind.

              See Workshops
            


            
              
              Modules

              Modules are self-paced, online trainings designed for professionals, open to eLearners and full members.

              See Modules
            


            
              
              Students

              These self-paced, online learning modules cover the topics of transition, note-taking, and learning about audio description.


              
                See Student Courses
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          Make your educational content accessible and broadly available.

          DCMP can add captions, audio description, and sign language interpretation to your educational videos and E/I programming.


          Learn More
        


        
          
            
              
              Accessibility

              Captions are essential for viewers who are deaf and hard of hearing, and audio description makes visual content accessible for the blind and visually impaired.

            


            
              
              Distribution

              DCMP can ensure that your content is always accessible and always available to children
              with disabilities through our secure streaming platforms.

            

          
 
        



        
          

          Meet our partners

          DCMP partners with top creators and distributors of educational content. Take a look
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        About the Described and Captioned Media Program

        The DCMP provides services designed to support and improve the academic
        achievement of students with disabilities.  We partner with top educational
        and television content creators and distributors to make media accessible and available
        to these students.


        Contact Us
      


      

        

          
            Services

            	Captioning, audio description, and ASL services
	Professional training for school personnel
	Distribution of fully accessible streaming media


          


          
            Projects

            	Media Center
	Television Access
	We Describe the World
	YouTube Audio Description


          


          
            Privacy and TOS

            	Privacy Statement
	Terms of Service
	Accessibility Policy


            Mission and Funding

            	Read More


          

        


      

    

  




  




	






		

		

	
		
			
			Close Browse Dialog
		

		Browse Topics

	


	
		
    Switch to:

            Browse by Standard


    Browse by Series





        
        
        
            Accessibility

            ✕
        
    

    
        

            Loading...
        
    

        
        
        
            Arts

            ✕
        
    

    
        

            Loading...
        
    

        
        
        
            Biographies

            ✕
        
    

    
        

            Loading...
        
    

        
        
        
            Blind Life

            ✕
        
    

    
        

            Loading...
        
    

        
        
        
            Business

            ✕
        
    

    
        

            Loading...
        
    

        
        
        
            Careers

            ✕
        
    

    
        

            Loading...
        
    

        
        
        
            Counseling and Self-Help

            ✕
        
    

    
        

            Loading...
        
    

        
        
        
            Deaf Life

            ✕
        
    

    
        

            Loading...
        
    

        
        
        
            DeafBlind Life

            ✕
        
    

    
        

            Loading...
        
    

        
        
        
            Education

            ✕
        
    

    
        

            Loading...
        
    

        
        
        
            Geography

            ✕
        
    

    
        

            Loading...
        
    

        
        
        
            Health and Safety

            ✕
        
    

    
        

            Loading...
        
    

        
        
        
            History

            ✕
        
    

    
        

            Loading...
        
    

        
        
        
            Home and Family

            ✕
        
    

    
        

            Loading...
        
    

        
        
        
            Language Arts

            ✕
        
    

    
        

            Loading...
        
    

        
        
        
            Literature

            ✕
        
    

    
        

            Loading...
        
    

        
        
        
            Mathematics

            ✕
        
    

    
        

            Loading...
        
    

        
        
        
            Religion, Philosophy, and Spirituality

            ✕
        
    

    
        

            Loading...
        
    

        
        
        
            Science

            ✕
        
    

    
        

            Loading...
        
    

        
        
        
            Sign Language

            ✕
        
    

    
        

            Loading...
        
    

        
        
        
            Social Science

            ✕
        
    

    
        

            Loading...
        
    

        
        
        
            Sports and Recreation

            ✕
        
    

    
        

            Loading...
        
    

        
        
        
            Technology

            ✕
        
    

    
        

            Loading...
        
    



	




	
		
			
			Close Browse Dialog
		

		Keyboard Shortcuts

	


	
		
  This is the keyboard shortcuts dialog. Its content will be replaced dynamically.


	



		

		
      

			

			

			



	
		
  			
				<< Learning Center

				Media Accessibility Information, Guidelines and Research
				
			


		

	



	
		

			Audio Description Tip Sheet




			The Audio Description Tip Sheet is intended as a quick reference for describers. View the DCMP Description Key for a comprehensive and accessible reference for audio description.


Rule #1



It is always important to follow "rule #1" of audio description: "Describe what you see." It may be helpful, however, to remember some of these other tips from the DCMP Description Key.



Describer



		Style and delivery should be distinguishable from other voices used in a production without being distracting or jarring. 
	Match the style, tone, and pace of the description to the program being described.





Preparation



  	Review the program's curricular goals or expected learning outcomes.
	Note the grade levels of the intended audience, but remember that comprehension levels vary.
	Research the subject and related terminology to ensure accurate definitions and clear descriptions.
	Become familiar with the program being described—perhaps by "viewing" the program with no picture.
	Practice voicing the description before recording.





What to Describe



  	Describe the visual elements that are the most essential to the viewer's ability to follow, understand, and appreciate the program's curricular content.
	Describe from general (global) to specific (local).
	Describe additional details as time permits, but don't try to fill every last moment with description.
	Describe shape, size, texture, or color as appropriate to the comprehension or appreciation of content.
	Consistently identify people and characters by name or obvious physical attribute (if no name is provided).
	Describe discernable attributes and expressive gestures, but don't interpret emotion or reasoning.
	Convey scene changes and the passage of time if it aids in the comprehension of the program.
	If time permits, describe montages of images (moving or still) that often serve a supporting role.
	When expanded description (also called extended description) is a technical and/or contractual option, provide this more in-depth description before the content rather than after.





How to Describe



  	Use vocabulary that is meaningful to students who are blind or visually impaired.
	Describe visual action or movement in terms of the viewer's body.
	Describe shapes, sizes, and other essential attributes of objects by comparison to objects that are familiar to the intended audience.
	Deliver description in present tense, active voice, and in third-person narrative style.
Speak clearly and at a rate that can be understood. Use the existing program audio as a guide.
	Avoid describing over audio that is essential to comprehension (do so only when necessary).
	Voice descriptions in conjunction with or before (but never after) the relevant visual content is onscreen.
	Match vocabulary to the program, avoiding jargon.
	Wait until technical vocabulary has been introduced in the program before using it in description.
	Voice descriptions in complete sentences if possible.
	Describe objectively, without interpretation, censorship, or comment.
	Describe the source of sounds that are not immediately recognizable in the program context.





Revised January 2012


Description Key


DCMP's Description Key is quick and easy to access when you have description questions.
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				The Described and Captioned Media Program is the nation’s leading source of accessible educational videos. Families and school personnel with at least one early learner—Grade 12 student with a disability can register for free access to thousands of videos. DCMP also provides media accessibility information, guidelines for captioning and describing media, and eLearning resources for professional development.
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      	The Described and Captioned Media Program provides premium media designed for students with disabilities and leads as a resource for families and teachers, supported by the Department of Education.
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