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          Free Membership - Access to more than just media

          Families and school personnel (including those in training) who have at least one student with a disability can sign up for free membership. 


          

            
              [image: A video screenshot of men in midevil costumes featuring our containing closed captioning]
              Accessible Media

              Standards-aligned videos with high-quality captions and audio description.
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              Teaching Tools

              Create lessons and assign videos to managed Student Accounts.

            


            
              [image: A video still of someone doing Sign Language with the closed caption reading 'You can practice reading my signs.']
              Training Videos

              Educator and sign language training videos for school personnel and families.
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            Learning Center

            Find resources for providing equal access in the classroom, making
            media accessible, and maximizing your use of DCMP's free services.


            Visit Learning Center
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              Accessibility Information

              DCMP's Learning Center provides hundreds of articles on topics such as remote learning, transition, blindness, ASL, topic playlists, and topics for parents.

              See All
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              Accessibility Guidelines

              DCMP offers the only guidelines developed for captioning and describing educational media, used worldwide.


              Captioning Key
              

              Description Key
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              Help Center

              Learn how to apply for membership, find and view accessible media, and use DCMP’s teaching tools.


              Help Center
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          Continuing Education and Professional Development

          DCMP offers several online courses, including many that offer RID and ACVREP credit.  Courses for students are also available.


          See All eLearning Resources
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              QuickClasses

              Asynchronous, online classes for professionals working with students who are deaf, hard of hearing, blind, low vision, or deaf-blind.

              See QuickClasses
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              Workshops

              For interpreters, audio describers, parents, and educators working with students who are hard of hearing, low vision, and deaf-blind.

              See Workshops
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              Modules

              Modules are self-paced, online trainings designed for professionals, open to eLearners and full members.

              See Modules
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              Students

              These self-paced, online learning modules cover the topics of transition, note-taking, and learning about audio description.


              
                See Student Courses
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          Make your educational content accessible and broadly available.

          DCMP can add captions, audio description, and sign language interpretation to your educational videos and E/I programming.


          Learn More
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              Accessibility

              Captions are essential for viewers who are deaf and hard of hearing, and audio description makes visual content accessible for the blind and visually impaired.
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              Distribution

              DCMP can ensure that your content is always accessible and always available to children
              with disabilities through our secure streaming platforms.
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          Meet our partners

          DCMP partners with top creators and distributors of educational content. Take a look

        

      

   


 
	
  
     About DCMP 
  


  
    

      
        About the Described and Captioned Media Program

        The DCMP provides services designed to support and improve the academic
        achievement of students with disabilities.  We partner with top educational
        and television content creators and distributors to make media accessible and available
        to these students.


        Contact Us
      


      

        

          
            Services

            	Captioning, audio description, and ASL services
	Professional training for school personnel
	Distribution of fully accessible streaming media


          


          
            Projects

            	Media Center
	Television Access
	We Describe the World
	YouTube Audio Description


          


          
            Privacy and TOS

            	Privacy Statement
	Terms of Service
	Accessibility Policy


            Mission and Funding

            	Read More
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			Guidelines and Best Practices for Describing Educational Video
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							Description Key

							These guidelines are a key for vendors who perform description for the DCMP. The information is also applicable to anyone providing audio description of all types of media at verious levels.
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              Captioning Key

							DCMP also provides guidelines for captioning educational video in our Captioning Key.
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									Welcome to the Description Key

									Description is the key to opening a world of information for persons with a vision loss, literacy needs, or loss of cognitive abilities. The American Foundation for the Blind reports that 21.5 million adults have vision loss and 94,000 children with a vision loss are being helped by some kind of special education. While description was developed...Read More
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									Description Key - About the Key

									Originally developed through a partnership between the Described and Captioned Media Program (DCMP) and the American Foundation for the Blind (AFB), the Description Key began as recommendations, suggestions, and best practices culled from an extensive literature search and meta-analysis [PDF] in 2006.
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									Description Key - Background

									Adapted from the original "Background of The Description Key," written in 2008 by Kay Alicyn Ferrell and Mary Ann Siller, American Foundation for the Blind.
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									Description Key - Quality Description

									Today's students are expected to learn from increasingly visual curricula. Using narration to describe visual information enhances comprehension and retention. Description not only benefits students who are blind or visually impaired, it benefits children on the autism spectrum, English language learners, and children with learning differences.
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									Description Key - Job Descriptions

									The person responsible for authoring and editing the description script to be recorded by a voicer (or voice talent).
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									Description Key - What to Describe
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									Description Key - How to Describe

									 

								

								From  about description-key
							

						

					
	
						
							
								[image: Description Key - Technical Issues]
							
							
								
									Description Key - Technical Issues
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									Description Key - Resources

									Offers an overview of description, how description can be used in the classroom, the progress of the Video Description Research and Development Center in the design of new description technologies, and special webinar resources.
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									Description Key - Code of Conduct

									Note: The following is an excerpt from the Standards for Audio Description and Code of Professional Conduct for Describers by the Audio Description Coalition (ADC).
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									Description Key - Accessibility Vendors

									The Described and Captioned Media Program maintains an online listing of description service vendors. Please complete the form below to add your company to the listing.
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          Administered by the National Association of the Deaf

        
      

  





  

    
    
      	
            Help Center
          
	
            Contact Us
          
	
            Accessible Television
          
	
            About DCMP
          
	
            Learning Center
          
	
            eLearning Resources
          


      	
            Why Support Equal Access
          
	
            Information for Vendors
          
	
            Recommend Media
          


    


    
    

      
        

        

        

        

      


      
      	The Described and Captioned Media Program provides premium media designed for students with disabilities and leads as a resource for families and teachers, supported by the Department of Education.
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