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Student Activity

Beliefs & Values
Cultural Interdependence Series

Vocabulary: 
Beliefs, values, democracy, Freedom of Speech, Freedom of Religion, judiciary, 
interdependence, communication, moral guidelines, technology

Pre-Viewing Discussion:
What are some of the major beliefs and values upon which America was founded?  How 
are those beliefs and values maintained today?

What beliefs and values are part of your community?  How have you learned about 
them as you have grown up?

How do beliefs and values influence historical events and the response to conflict or 
natural disasters throughout the world?

Post-Viewing Discussion:
How are beliefs and values transmitted between cultures?  What culture formed the 
basis for much of the American system of democracy?

What do cultures value?  Provide examples.

How does religion come into play when discussing the beliefs and values of a group of 
people?  What elements beyond religion influence beliefs and values?

Further Activities:
Consider how communication and technology have changed how cultures interact with 
one another.  Provide examples to illustrate the changes you see.


