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Student Activity

Competition & Cooperation: Bears vs. Wolves
NATURE Science Education Series

Vocabulary:
carcass, winterkill, dominant predators, alpha female, alpha pair, omnivore

Pre-Viewing Discussion:
Why do grizzly bears thrive in Yellowstone National Park? What environmental
conditions support their survival?

What other animals thrive in Yellowstone?

What animal was once ruthlessly hunted in Yellowstone? Why was this animal so
threatened?

Is a wolf any match for a grizzly? What makes you think so?

Post-Viewing Discussion:
How do the behaviors of wolves and grizzlies differ? How does this affect their success
as predators?

How has the re-introduction of wolves in Yellowstone affected grizzly behavior? How do
wolves and grizzlies compete for the position of dominant predator?

When are wolves clearly the dominant predator in Yellowstone? Why are they so
successful at this time of year?

How do the mating habits of grizzlies and wolves differ? How do the ways they rear
their young differ? How are these aspects of their behavior related to their success as
predators?
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Further Activities:
Find the whole story of why wolves were hunted to the point of extinction, and then re-
introduced into Yellowstone.

Further investigate the conflict that sometimes occurs between two grizzlies. Determine
if these conflicts are always over food.

Research the size and strength of most grizzly bears. Compare these measurements to
those of the largest grizzlies ever found. As part of your research, find out why grizzlies

sometimes attack humans.

Determine how a wolf becomes the alpha male in a pack.

New Dimension Media ¢ 307 N. Michigan Avenue, Suite 500 ¢ Chicago, IL 60601
Toll Free: 800-288-4456 « Fax: 312-642-9805



