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          Free Membership - Access to more than just media

          Families and school personnel (including those in training) who have at least one student with a disability can sign up for free membership. 
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              Accessible Media

              Standards-aligned videos with high-quality captions and audio description.
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              Teaching Tools

              Create lessons and assign videos to managed Student Accounts.
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              Training Videos

              Educator and sign language training videos for school personnel and families.
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            Learning Center

            Find resources for providing equal access in the classroom, making
            media accessible, and maximizing your use of DCMP's free services.


            Visit Learning Center
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              Accessibility Information

              DCMP's Learning Center provides hundreds of articles on topics such as remote learning, transition, blindness, ASL, topic playlists, and topics for parents.

              See All
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              Accessibility Guidelines

              DCMP offers the only guidelines developed for captioning and describing educational media, used worldwide.


              Captioning Key
              

              Description Key
            


            
              [image: A screenshot of a title card, title:  DCMP How to: Students Accounts & Classes]
              Help Center

              Learn how to apply for membership, find and view accessible media, and use DCMP’s teaching tools.


              Help Center
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          Continuing Education and Professional Development

          DCMP offers several online courses, including many that offer RID and ACVREP credit.  Courses for students are also available.


          See All eLearning Resources
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              QuickClasses

              Asynchronous, online classes for professionals working with students who are deaf, hard of hearing, blind, low vision, or deaf-blind.

              See QuickClasses

            



            
              [image: A young woman smiles towards the camera while sitting in front of an open laptop]
              Workshops

              For interpreters, audio describers, parents, and educators working with students who are hard of hearing, low vision, and deaf-blind.

              See Workshops
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              Modules

              Modules are self-paced, online trainings designed for professionals, open to eLearners and full members.

              See Modules
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              Students

              These self-paced, online learning modules cover the topics of transition, note-taking, and learning about audio description.


              
                See Student Courses
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          Make your educational content accessible and broadly available.

          DCMP can add captions, audio description, and sign language interpretation to your educational videos and E/I programming.


          Learn More
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              Accessibility

              Captions are essential for viewers who are deaf and hard of hearing, and audio description makes visual content accessible for the blind and visually impaired.
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              Distribution

              DCMP can ensure that your content is always accessible and always available to children
              with disabilities through our secure streaming platforms.
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          Meet our partners

          DCMP partners with top creators and distributors of educational content. Take a look
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        About the Described and Captioned Media Program

        The DCMP provides services designed to support and improve the academic
        achievement of students with disabilities.  We partner with top educational
        and television content creators and distributors to make media accessible and available
        to these students.


        Contact Us
      


      

        

          
            Services

            	Captioning, audio description, and ASL services
	Professional training for school personnel
	Distribution of fully accessible streaming media


          


          
            Projects

            	Media Center
	Television Access
	We Describe the World
	YouTube Audio Description


          


          
            Privacy and TOS

            	Privacy Statement
	Terms of Service
	Accessibility Policy


            Mission and Funding

            	Read More
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			Malcolm J. Norwood



				By Shane Feldman
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Compared to the historical "fathers" of innumerable inventions who pushed for the mainstream acceptance of innovative devices, Malcolm J. Norwood (known affectionately as "Mac") stands out in the deaf and hard of hearing community as "the father of closed captioning." His is listed as one of the "great deaf Americans" in a book about the 77 greatest achievers in the community.


Born in Hartford, Connecticut, Norwood became deaf at the age of five from
measles and scarlet fever. He attended public schools before enrolling at the
American School for the Deaf (ASD), where he graduated in 1943 at 16 years
old.


Norwood earned his bachelor's degree from Gallaudet College in 1949, and he
subsequently became a teacher. He taught first at the Texas School for the
Deaf for one year, then at ASD for two years, and later worked as a teacher,
administrator, and coach at the West Virginia School for the Deaf and Blind
(WVSDB). While at the WVSDB, he built up a large collection of filmstrips and
regularly ordered foreign films for students. He passionately believed that
children would benefit from watching and comprehending media.


Appetite for Captions


He first became involved in the Captioned Films for the Deaf program (now the Described and Captioned
Media Program) in 1960 and eventually became its mainstay and leader, serving as chief from 1971 until
his retirement in 1988. As the head of this organization, Norwood became a leading advocate for the
development of closed captioning on television. Norwood's pioneering work on television and film
captioning improved access to media for deaf and hard of hearing Americans. Although Emerson
Romero preceded his experiment with captioned media, Norwood was responsible for popularizing the
captioning technique.


Norwood is revered as a pioneer. He was the first deaf professional to work at the Department of
Education and head a major program there. Norwood was at the forefront of almost every research and
development program related to captioned media for the deaf. Most importantly, Norwood was the
first to envision the possibilities of closed captioning on television. Norwood explored the possibility of
captioning television programs at a time when hearing viewers rejected the prospect of embedding
open captions on television networks: the solution was to produce closed captions—captions that could
be turned on by people who want to view them.


Benefits of the Big "Mac"
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His persistence during the 1970s and 1980s paid off with the creation of the captioning industry that we
know today. Countless individuals have benefited from Mac's captioning, including members of the deaf
and hard of hearing community, senior citizens, children, students, and adults leaning English as a
second language.


Norwood retired in January 1988; he died on March 22, 1989. His contribution is summarized by Bill
Stark, Project Director of the Described and Captioned Media Program: "Ralph Waldo Emerson said: 'Do
not go where the path may lead; go instead where there is no path and leave a trail.' Mac cleared the
way and left a body of work for captioning that will most likely never be equaled or duplicated."


Shane Feldman is the former editor of the NADmag, which is published by the National Association of the Deaf.
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				The Described and Captioned Media Program is the nation’s leading source of accessible educational videos. Families and school personnel with at least one early learner—Grade 12 student with a disability can register for free access to thousands of videos. DCMP also provides media accessibility information, guidelines for captioning and describing media, and eLearning resources for professional development.
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      	The Described and Captioned Media Program provides premium media designed for students with disabilities and leads as a resource for families and teachers, supported by the Department of Education.
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