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          Free Membership - Access to more than just media

          Families and school personnel (including those in training) who have at least one student with a disability can sign up for free membership. 
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              Accessible Media

              Standards-aligned videos with high-quality captions and audio description.
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              Teaching Tools

              Create lessons and assign videos to managed Student Accounts.
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              Training Videos

              Educator and sign language training videos for school personnel and families.

            


          
 

        
 

      
 

   

 
	
   
      Learning Center 
   


   

      
          
            Learning Center

            Find resources for providing equal access in the classroom, making
            media accessible, and maximizing your use of DCMP's free services.


            Visit Learning Center
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              Accessibility Information

              DCMP's Learning Center provides hundreds of articles on topics such as remote learning, transition, blindness, ASL, topic playlists, and topics for parents.

              See All
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              Accessibility Guidelines

              DCMP offers the only guidelines developed for captioning and describing educational media, used worldwide.


              Captioning Key
              

              Description Key
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              Help Center

              Learn how to apply for membership, find and view accessible media, and use DCMP’s teaching tools.


              Help Center
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          Continuing Education and Professional Development

          DCMP offers several online courses, including many that offer RID and ACVREP credit.  Courses for students are also available.


          See All eLearning Resources
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              QuickClasses

              Asynchronous, online classes for professionals working with students who are deaf, hard of hearing, blind, low vision, or deaf-blind.

              See QuickClasses
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              Workshops

              For interpreters, audio describers, parents, and educators working with students who are hard of hearing, low vision, and deaf-blind.

              See Workshops
            


            
              [image: A person looking into a computer display which shows our Learning Modules on screen]
              Modules

              Modules are self-paced, online trainings designed for professionals, open to eLearners and full members.

              See Modules
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              Students

              These self-paced, online learning modules cover the topics of transition, note-taking, and learning about audio description.


              
                See Student Courses
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          Make your educational content accessible and broadly available.

          DCMP can add captions, audio description, and sign language interpretation to your educational videos and E/I programming.


          Learn More
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              Accessibility

              Captions are essential for viewers who are deaf and hard of hearing, and audio description makes visual content accessible for the blind and visually impaired.
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              Distribution

              DCMP can ensure that your content is always accessible and always available to children
              with disabilities through our secure streaming platforms.
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          Meet our partners

          DCMP partners with top creators and distributors of educational content. Take a look
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        About the Described and Captioned Media Program

        The DCMP provides services designed to support and improve the academic
        achievement of students with disabilities.  We partner with top educational
        and television content creators and distributors to make media accessible and available
        to these students.


        Contact Us
      


      

        

          
            Services

            	Captioning, audio description, and ASL services
	Professional training for school personnel
	Distribution of fully accessible streaming media


          


          
            Projects

            	Media Center
	Television Access
	We Describe the World
	YouTube Audio Description


          


          
            Privacy and TOS

            	Privacy Statement
	Terms of Service
	Accessibility Policy


            Mission and Funding

            	Read More
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			Parents' Vital Supporting Role in Deaf/Hard of Hearing Education




			Definitely NOT "One Size Fits All"!


Parenting a deaf or hard of hearing child was never simple, but rearing the child with a hearing loss today presents a dizzying array of choices, settings, communication methods, philosophies, and regulatory procedures.
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Historically, this rule of thumb always held true: In order to start a particularly vehement argument, all one had to do was give any answer to: "What is the proper way to educate a deaf child?" However, the fault did not lie with the answer, but rather with the question. There IS no one-size-fits-all "deaf education" solution. Resources exist today that allow for educational strategies as unique as each child.


True in All Settings


Supporting a deaf/hard of hearing child's education does not only mean involvement with the child's school structure. Inarguably, "good" parents:



		Provide a stable, loving environment.
	Model desired behavior.
	Require respect, responsibility, and values.
	Emphasize importance of education.
	Arrange study time and space at home.
	Regulate bedtimes, breakfast, clothing, and diet.
	Facilitate physical fitness/game times.
	Coordinate routine health care.
	Monitor prescriptions vital to learning such as asthma, allergy, seizure, and ADHD
medicines.
	Make routine trips to the public library.
	Monitor academic progress.
	Actively tutor, one-to-one.
	Teach skills of adult independence.
	Plan cultural opportunities such as lessons, performances, and exhibits.
	Share own cultural heritage.
	Travel to museums, zoos, or historic sites and tours.





Deaf Education = More Is Needed From Parents


But parents of children with a hearing loss, while striving to do all of the above, also need to:



		Learn communication strategies.
	Develop awareness of deaf culture.
	Acquire and use assistive technology.
	Understand special education regulations.
	Evaluate and choose an educational site.
	Take an active role in the governance of their unique child's special needs.
	Become an unflagging advocate for an education to maximize the child's potential.
	Continuously monitor progress.
	Intervene/Problem-solve when needed.





Additionally, it is no longer an issue of choosing either a residential school for the deaf or a
mainstream deaf education program through the local public school. Deaf/hard of hearing children
are being successfully placed in private/parochial schools, and growing numbers are being
homeschooled by their parents. Those parents may join a local homeschool association, enroll in a
"distance learning" program, an accredited correspondence school, or provide textbooks, oversight
and assistance all from home. There are many varied educational philosophies and methods, and
parents must weigh the skills and resources of each setting and all key players to find the best match for their child.


The Described and Captioned Media Program Supports Parents


A dependable asset in educating one's child with a hearing loss is the Described and Captioned
Media Program (DCMP). Not only can parents of very young deaf/hard of hearing children learn
communication strategies, sign language, and parenting skills by watching captioned
media items, they can access information on special education laws, sources of assistive technology,
and other resources for education and advocacy.


Parents can receive an orientation to deafness and learn about the culture and history of
outstanding deaf individuals in America. Later, when homework becomes a reality, children can
receive extra support and help in particular subjects by viewing titles on those subjects at home with parents.


Teacher-originated lesson guides accompanying each educational media item to enhance the use of the title from a passive to an interactive experience with the class and family. When education is a shared experience at home, just add one family to a showing of one of the DCMP's open-captioned titles for inclusive family fun and learning. (Wise parents don't mention that even purelyfor-fun movies, when captioned, provide a boost to developing literacy. In order to keep up with the fun, what must the child do? READ! Shhhh!)


The DCMP supports research findings that show that parents do make a positive contribution to
their child's educational achievement. Such research dispels the popular myth that a parent's
effectiveness in supporting his/her child's education is dependent upon the parent's level of
education, cultural background, or income level. Parents of deaf or hard of hearing children should
be assisted in every way possible to create a learning-rich environment and to communicate as
much as possible with their children.


Using DCMP resources, parents can address their child's unique learning needs. As that child's skills develop and interests change, DCMP media provides parents the flexibility to utilize media that maximizes each emerging learning opportunity. The DCMP also offers parents resources to help them on topics like advocacy, communication, education, technology, and many others in the DCMP Learning Center.


Yes, parents of deaf or hard of hearing children can provide the environment needed to allow their child to achieve maximum individual potential, custom-fitted with the help of the Described and Captioned Media Program.
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				The Described and Captioned Media Program is the nation’s leading source of accessible educational videos. Families and school personnel with at least one early learner—Grade 12 student with a disability can register for free access to thousands of videos. DCMP also provides media accessibility information, guidelines for captioning and describing media, and eLearning resources for professional development.
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      	The Described and Captioned Media Program provides premium media designed for students with disabilities and leads as a resource for families and teachers, supported by the Department of Education.
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