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          Free Membership - Access to more than just media

          Families and school personnel (including those in training) who have at least one student with a disability can sign up for free membership. 
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              Accessible Media

              Standards-aligned videos with high-quality captions and audio description.
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              Teaching Tools

              Create lessons and assign videos to managed Student Accounts.
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              Training Videos

              Educator and sign language training videos for school personnel and families.
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            Learning Center

            Find resources for providing equal access in the classroom, making
            media accessible, and maximizing your use of DCMP's free services.


            Visit Learning Center
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              Accessibility Information

              DCMP's Learning Center provides hundreds of articles on topics such as remote learning, transition, blindness, ASL, topic playlists, and topics for parents.

              See All
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              Accessibility Guidelines

              DCMP offers the only guidelines developed for captioning and describing educational media, used worldwide.


              Captioning Key
              

              Description Key
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              Help Center

              Learn how to apply for membership, find and view accessible media, and use DCMP’s teaching tools.


              Help Center
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          Continuing Education and Professional Development

          DCMP offers several online courses, including many that offer RID and ACVREP credit.  Courses for students are also available.


          See All eLearning Resources
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              QuickClasses

              Asynchronous, online classes for professionals working with students who are deaf, hard of hearing, blind, low vision, or deaf-blind.

              See QuickClasses
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              Workshops

              For interpreters, audio describers, parents, and educators working with students who are hard of hearing, low vision, and deaf-blind.

              See Workshops
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              Modules

              Modules are self-paced, online trainings designed for professionals, open to eLearners and full members.

              See Modules
            


            
              [image: A young girl with her hands on a computer keyboard watches a fullscreen video of a lizard with closed captioning]
              Students

              These self-paced, online learning modules cover the topics of transition, note-taking, and learning about audio description.


              
                See Student Courses
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          Make your educational content accessible and broadly available.

          DCMP can add captions, audio description, and sign language interpretation to your educational videos and E/I programming.


          Learn More
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              Accessibility

              Captions are essential for viewers who are deaf and hard of hearing, and audio description makes visual content accessible for the blind and visually impaired.
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              Distribution

              DCMP can ensure that your content is always accessible and always available to children
              with disabilities through our secure streaming platforms.
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          Meet our partners

          DCMP partners with top creators and distributors of educational content. Take a look
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        About the Described and Captioned Media Program

        The DCMP provides services designed to support and improve the academic
        achievement of students with disabilities.  We partner with top educational
        and television content creators and distributors to make media accessible and available
        to these students.


        Contact Us
      


      

        

          
            Services

            	Captioning, audio description, and ASL services
	Professional training for school personnel
	Distribution of fully accessible streaming media


          


          
            Projects

            	Media Center
	Television Access
	We Describe the World
	YouTube Audio Description


          


          
            Privacy and TOS

            	Privacy Statement
	Terms of Service
	Accessibility Policy


            Mission and Funding

            	Read More
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During the late 1950s, only open-captioning was available. It was not until 20 years later that closed-captioning
made its first debut. Several years later, other captioning techniques followed.


What Are "Captions"?


Captions are the "audio" for deaf and hard of hearing people. "Captions" is basically another word for
"words," and they are usually placed at the bottom portion of the screen. Captions enable deaf and hard
of hearing people to understand and enjoy the dialogue the same way as hearing people do.


What Are "Types"?


Types vary according to how the captions appear, how they are accessed, and what information is
provided. These include closed captions, subtitles, and subtitles for the deaf and hard of hearing.



[image: Captions are white upper case letters with a black background.]
Figure 1: Closed captions.


Closed Captions
 

These are hidden on the 21st line of the
vertical blanking interval (VBI) of a video signal and are made
visible by a decoder at the time of viewing. They are usually
white letters encased in a black box. (See Figure 1.)






[image: Captions are orange, upper and lower case, with no background.]
 Figure 2: Subtitles


Subtitles
 

Subtitles are usually white or yellow letters with a
black rim or drop shadow. Some are always visible, like the
"open captions" of DCMP videos. (See Figure 2.) Others, like
those on DVD and the Internet, are displayed utilizing the
medium's menu option.








[image: Captions are white upper and lower case letters. The speaker is indicated in parenthesis.]
 Figure 3: Subtitles for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing

 
Subtitles for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing (SDH)
 

These are
just like subtitles, but SDH includes information such as
sound effects, speaker identification, and other essential
nonspeech features. (See Figure 3.) These are presented as
close to verbatim as possible.


Foreign Film Subtitles, which are written for hearing viewers,
usually do not indicate information other than dialogue, and
often are edited. Some may translate important onscreen
printed information such as a street sign or a written
message.





What Are "Methods"?


Methods vary according to when the captions are created and displayed. These include off-line and online.


Off-line
 

Off-line captions are created and added after a video segment has been recorded and
before it is aired or played. Examples of programs that utilize off-line captioning are prime-time
TV programs, made-for-TV movies, and educational media. (Live Display captions are created
prior to airing, but the timing of the display is controlled manually at the airing, often with a
teleprompter.)


On-line
 

On-line captions are created and displayed at the time of program origination, and
sometimes referred to as Real-time. Examples of programming that utilizes on-line captioning
are sporting events, newscasts, and other events that do not allow time to prepare off-line
captions. (CART—Computer-Aided Real-time Translation—is on-line captioning shown on a
screen projector at live events such as meetings and school activities.)


What Are "Styles"?


A style refers to the way captions are presented. These include pop-on, roll-up, and paint-on.


Pop-on


Pop-on captions are usually one or two lines of captions that appear onscreen and
remain visible for one to several seconds before they disappear. A few frames of media are left
without captions before the next line(s) of captions "pop-on."


Roll-up


Roll-up captions are usually verbatim and synchronized. Captions follow double
chevrons (which look like "greater than" symbols), and are used to indicate different speaker
identifications. Each sentence "rolls up" to about three lines. The top line of the three
disappears as a new bottom line is added, allowing the continuous rolling up of new lines of
captions.


Paint-on


Paint-on captions are very similar to roll-up captions. Individual words are "painted
on" from left to right, not popped on with all captions at once, and usually are verbatim.


For more detailed captioning guidelines and definitions of captioning terms, check out the Captioning Key.
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				The Described and Captioned Media Program is the nation’s leading source of accessible educational videos. Families and school personnel with at least one early learner—Grade 12 student with a disability can register for free access to thousands of videos. DCMP also provides media accessibility information, guidelines for captioning and describing media, and eLearning resources for professional development.
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      	The Described and Captioned Media Program provides premium media designed for students with disabilities and leads as a resource for families and teachers, supported by the Department of Education.
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