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          Free Membership - Access to more than just media

          Families and school personnel (including those in training) who have at least one student with a disability can sign up for free membership. 
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              Accessible Media

              Standards-aligned videos with high-quality captions and audio description.
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              Teaching Tools

              Create lessons and assign videos to managed Student Accounts.
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              Training Videos

              Educator and sign language training videos for school personnel and families.
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            Learning Center

            Find resources for providing equal access in the classroom, making
            media accessible, and maximizing your use of DCMP's free services.


            Visit Learning Center
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              Accessibility Information

              DCMP's Learning Center provides hundreds of articles on topics such as remote learning, transition, blindness, ASL, topic playlists, and topics for parents.

              See All
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              Accessibility Guidelines

              DCMP offers the only guidelines developed for captioning and describing educational media, used worldwide.


              Captioning Key
              

              Description Key
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              Help Center

              Learn how to apply for membership, find and view accessible media, and use DCMP’s teaching tools.


              Help Center
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          Continuing Education and Professional Development

          DCMP offers several online courses, including many that offer RID and ACVREP credit.  Courses for students are also available.


          See All eLearning Resources
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              QuickClasses

              Asynchronous, online classes for professionals working with students who are deaf, hard of hearing, blind, low vision, or deaf-blind.

              See QuickClasses
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              Workshops

              For interpreters, audio describers, parents, and educators working with students who are hard of hearing, low vision, and deaf-blind.

              See Workshops
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              Modules

              Modules are self-paced, online trainings designed for professionals, open to eLearners and full members.

              See Modules
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              Students

              These self-paced, online learning modules cover the topics of transition, note-taking, and learning about audio description.


              
                See Student Courses
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          Make your educational content accessible and broadly available.

          DCMP can add captions, audio description, and sign language interpretation to your educational videos and E/I programming.


          Learn More
        


        
          
            
              [image: A television displaying a captioned image of an eagle with a speach bubble displaying the video's audio description that says The eagle extends its wings and glides downwards]
              Accessibility

              Captions are essential for viewers who are deaf and hard of hearing, and audio description makes visual content accessible for the blind and visually impaired.
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              Distribution

              DCMP can ensure that your content is always accessible and always available to children
              with disabilities through our secure streaming platforms.
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          Meet our partners

          DCMP partners with top creators and distributors of educational content. Take a look

        

      

   


 
	
  
     About DCMP 
  


  
    

      
        About the Described and Captioned Media Program

        The DCMP provides services designed to support and improve the academic
        achievement of students with disabilities.  We partner with top educational
        and television content creators and distributors to make media accessible and available
        to these students.


        Contact Us
      


      

        

          
            Services

            	Captioning, audio description, and ASL services
	Professional training for school personnel
	Distribution of fully accessible streaming media


          


          
            Projects

            	Media Center
	Television Access
	We Describe the World
	YouTube Audio Description


          


          
            Privacy and TOS

            	Privacy Statement
	Terms of Service
	Accessibility Policy


            Mission and Funding

            	Read More
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			Youth and Captioned Media



				By Jennifer DiLorenzo


			Research shows that approximately 90 percent of all children who are deaf have hearing parents. Many of these children are at a true disadvantage when it comes to obtaining information, due to communication barriers. They must rely on additional resources to gain a knowledge base that most hearing children learn by listening.
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One such useful and important resource when working with children who are deaf is captioned media. It provides a concise and clear way for children to acquire key and necessary information in a variety of areas. The Described and Captioned Media Program (DCMP), funded through the U.S. Department of Education, continues to build their user-friendly library to incorporate more and more titles that assist educators and parents to teach school subjects and life skills to children who are deaf.


As a school psychologist at St. Mary's School for the Deaf in Buffalo, New York, I encounter numerous
challenges when trying to help my students learn about social norms and pressures, such as conflict
resolution, drinking, drugs, relationships, and communication skills. I am faced with searching for highly
visual and comprehensive ways to explain serious and in-depth topics. I also must look for multiple
resources that cover similar subject matter to further reinforce known ideas.


The Described and Captioned Media Program offers me this flexibility. I have been
working with the DCMP by suggesting new titles for the collection and evaluating titles received for
captioning consideration. This contribution has allowed me to further commit myself to the accurate
and widespread distribution of knowledge for children who are deaf.


The use of captioned media materials has been productive for me with both younger and older
students. Using videos and DVDs with younger students can be difficult at times because their language
and reading levels tend to be delayed. Therefore, their ability to read the captions is not always possible.
While this is a challenge, I have used it as an opportunity to further enrich the development of the
children I work with. I still use the media but break frequently to discuss certain segments and ensure
comprehension. At times, I also interpret the captioned media to help with understanding. And I always
follow each showing with questions and activities to engrain the relevant information.


I continue to use media as a stepping stone for learning as students get older. At this level, I do many of
the same techniques used with the younger students. My goal is to meet each child at their level of
learning. The use of media allows me to build on that level in a visual and realistic perspective that
otherwise would not be possible.


While I have been lucky enough to see many positive moments produced from students learning
through captioned media materials, one particular class stands out in my mind. It was a group of juniors
and seniors, between 17 and 20 years old. Our topic was focused on the impacts of drinking alcohol.
When we began, most of the students stated that they had "heard it all before" and understood the
dangers of drinking, as well as the concepts of alcohol.


Prior to starting this lesson, I searched through the DCMP titles and checked out a few that pertained to
my overall objectives. After previewing them, I picked one that was perfect for my "very in the know"
students. I asked them to take note of any information presented that they were not previously aware
of. As I sat and observed them watching this video, I could not help but smile.


It was clear to me that much of the information being shown was uncharted territory for most of them.
When the video was complete, I asked them their thoughts. Most of them could not contain themselves,
and the dialogue began to flow. They were shocked at how much they had not known and how well they
could relate to the young adults in the video. That particular video sparked a discussion that continued
for two additional class sessions. I could never have generated that kind of enthusiasm or thirst for more
knowledge if I had tried to present that same information in a lecture format. Integrating captioned
media into my lessons allows me to constantly present up-to-date and precise information that
otherwise children who are deaf might miss.


It is imperative that we continue working hard to guarantee that children who are deaf do not lose the
opportunity to learn simply because the learning materials are not accessible. We have to show them
where the educational resources are and how they can be obtained. The DCMP is one such valuable
resource that continues to grow, broadening and enriching the lives of our youth by providing
educational captioned media that otherwise would not be accessible. I plan to continue my
collaboration with the DCMP and help provide the "wow factor" in children's lives.


I have included the titles of some of the DCMP videos that I have used, which I found made a real impact
on students I have worked with. They are as follows:



		Breaking the Silence
	Chrysanthemum




About the Author


Jennifer DiLorenzo is a 1999 alumna of Gallaudet University's School of
Psychology graduate program. She currently works at St. Mary's School for the
Deaf in Buffalo, New York, as a school psychologist. Jennifer works with students
in the Deaf Infant Program through age 21. She welcomes any questions or
collaborations about her work. Jennifer can be reached via e-mail at
jenpsych@smsdk12.org or by phone at (716) 834-7200 ext. 184 (V/TTY).
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				The Described and Captioned Media Program is the nation’s leading source of accessible educational videos. Families and school personnel with at least one early learner—Grade 12 student with a disability can register for free access to thousands of videos. DCMP also provides media accessibility information, guidelines for captioning and describing media, and eLearning resources for professional development.
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      	The Described and Captioned Media Program provides premium media designed for students with disabilities and leads as a resource for families and teachers, supported by the Department of Education.
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